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FOREWORD 


The purpose of the monthly Pundamental Education Abstracts, the first issue of 
which appeared in March, 1949, is to supply at regular brief intervals a descriptive bDiblio- 
graplty of technical materials relevant to fundamental education throughout the world. Three 
separate language editions are issued each month, in English, French and Spanish. 


As far as Possible full bibliographic data are given for each item listed. 
Beginning with the January 1950 issue (Volume II, N° i), items are numbered consecutively 
throughout each yearly volume. Prices of publications are included as a convenience to 
readers, but orders Must be sent to booksellers and not to Unesco. However, materials 
issued by Unesco may be obtained directly. 


Field workers, research students and others engaged or interested in fundamert- 
al education are invited to send in to tne Clearing House documents, textbooks and other 
technical materials in the field of fundamental education for possible inclusion in the 
Abstracts. Critical comments and suggestions will also be mast welcome as a means of 
improving our service. 
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SEC TION A 


MATERIALS ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 


GENERAL WORKS 


Piaget, Jean. Le Droit a l'éducation dans le monde actuel. Lisge, Belgique : Sciences et 
Lettres, 1949. S6 pp. Limited distribution only; 5 additional monographs to follow. 


This is the first of a series of six brief brochures being issued under the sponsorship of 
Unesco on the major themes of the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man. The present 
monograph on education, written by the Director of the International Bureau of Education, 
Geneva, devotes a chapter to each of the main points contained in the text of the Declara- 
tion, 1.@., education should be available to all, free at least at the primary school 
level, should reinforce respect for the rights of man, and aim to develop and maintain in- 
ternational and intercultural understanding and peace. When ready, ali six of the project- & 
ed brochures will be published together in a single volume and Placed on sale. 


United Nations. Statistical Yearbook/ Anmuire Statistique, 1948. Prepared by the Sta- 
tistical Office of the United Nations. (UN Pub. Sales N° 1949, XVII, 1) Lake Success, 
New York, 1949. 482 pP. $ 6.00 





This is the first issue of an annual publication intended to provide "a convenient and com 
prehensive summary of international statistics" (Introduction). It continues the work 
of the Statistical Yearbook of the League of Nations which ceased publication in 1945. 
Text and tables are parallel in English and French. Date were obtained directly from 
questionnaires sent to the national statistical offices or from official publications, 

and present as far as possible continuous time series from 1925-48. 


Tables of particular interest to fundamental educators include tne following : population 
by area and density; manpower; agriculture; national income; illiterate Population by age 
and sex; number of schools, teaching staff and students. An expensive but important re- 

ference volume which should increase in completeness with each new edition. 
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Ward, W.E.F. "What about this Unesco ?", 
(January, 1950). London : H.)’.S.0. 
18. Si. 


Oversea Edacation, vol. 21» N° 2s Pp. 1008-15 


quarterly. Yearly subscription, 5s.; single issues 


A thoughtful discussion, by a Member of the United Kingdom National Co-operating Body for 
Unesco, of the aims and activities of Unesco vis~a-vis its member states particularly in 
the field of education. Among the matters considered are principles of programme deterni- 
nation, the role of national commissions and relations witb noneself-governing territories. 


Yang, HsinePao, Adult Fducation in Rural Commmnities 
Education Programmes. 
Gratis. 


aud Kempfer, Homer, Develosing Adult 
(Oceasional Papers in Education, N° 3). Paris: Unesco, 19%. 27pp 
(Issued also separately in French). 


These two papers were prepared as working documents for The Inter-American Seminar on Li- 
teracy Campaigns and Adult Sducation (Rio de Janeiro, August, 1949). In the first paper, 
Dr. Yang, FAO Rural Welfare Officer, discusses the aims, content and environmental condi- 
tions of adult education in rural comminities, and emplasizes the effectiveness of grass- 
roots agricultural extension methods. Dr. Kempfer, of the U.S. Office of Education, 
suggests principles and Practical procedures to be followed in planning educational pro- 
grammes based on the real needs and interests of adults. 


AFRICA 


AFRICA ( GENERAL) 


Harvey, Red. “A New Attitude towards Education". Oversea idswcation, Vol. 21, N* 2» 
pp. 1017-20 (January 1960), London, H.M.S.0. Quarterly. Yearly subscription : 5s. ; 
Single issues is. Sd. 


AS a partial solution to the problem of increasing the number of teachers on a limited 
budget, the proposal is here made to give brief training to women, particularly the wives 
of male teachers, for employment in primary schools and in other types of social work 
needed in rural communities. The author was formerly Director of Education, Zanzibar. 
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AFRICA 
BELGIAN CONGO 
37. Belgique. Ministére des Colonies. Plan décennal pour le développement économique et so- 


cial du Congo belge. Bruxelles : les Editions de Visscher, 1949. Two tomes, @01 pp. No 
price given. 


The ten-year plan to bring economic prosperity to the Belgian Congo involves extensive 
educational reforms. Although only & 4 literacy is contemplated, the school system will 
be developed and extended, and literacy classes will be created. Vocational arid technical 
schools, to produce labour cheaper than the imported European, will give the indigenous po- 
pulation "intellectual as well as Material advantages". 





One chapter of the two volumes is devoted to education; discussions of public services, 
agricultural and industrial plans, etc. form the bulk of the report. Statistics on popu- 
lation, health and education (number of schools, teachers, pupils) are given in tables 
appended to volume II. 





Be Belgique. Ministre des Colonies. Service de 1'Enseignement. Organisation de 1*mMseigne- 
ment libre subsidié pour Indigénes avec le Concours des Sociétés de Missions chrétiennes. 
Enseignement général powr Garcons. #cole secondaire moderne scientifique : Programmes ; 
d'ftudes. Brussels ;: Ministaére des Colonies (7 Place Royale), 1949. Mimeographed. q 
25 leaves. No price given. ; 





This detailed course of study for languages and sciences in secondary schools for boys in 
Belgian Congo stresses the fact that the study level is lower in the colonies than in Bel- : 
gium. But it is hoped that the maximum standing in secondary schools will progress simul- , 
taneously with the amelioration of the miliew of the pupils (family life, social standing, 

level of primary schools). The main point is to "form the mind through the best teaching 
method", and not to teach a great number of subjects. 


The Lancuages provided for are : 1) French (with a study of Greek and Latin roots), 
2) the native language, and 
3) Dutch. 
Sciences include Mathematics, physics and natural sciences, and informal talks on hygiene. 


The exposé gives examples of teaching methods, semester and weekly schedules, and condi- 
tions of examinations. 
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AFRICA 


KENYA 


Lake, ReAw “A Kenya Government African School in 1948" Oversea Education, vol. 21, N° 2; 
pp. 1004-08 (January, 195), London : H.M.S.0. Quarterly. Yearly subscription 5s.; 
single issues 1s. 3d. 


Brief sketch of the curriculum and activities of one of the "junior secondary" schools 
selected for advancement to the status of "senior secondary* level, under the provisions 
of the Kenya Government Zen Year Plan for the Development of African Fdwcation issued in 
1948. Features of the programme include practical vocational training in agriculture, 
carpentry, brickmaking and tailoring and concentration on instruction in English rather 
than Swahili in the first year. 


AMERICA, NORTH 


UNITED STATES 


Kempfer, Homer. Adult Education Activities of the Public Schools : Report of a Survey, 
1947-48. (U.S. Office of Education Pamphlet N° 107). Washington, D.C. : Govt. Print. 
Off., 1949. $0.15. 


This survey indicates that in 1947-48 approximately three Million persons were enrolled 

in organized adult education activities conducted under public school auspices in the 
United States. Information given includes types of programmes, levels and fields served, 
location of activities by State, etc. Evening schools are the major adult educational 
service offered, with chief emphasis given to vocational training. The report is based on 
answers to a questionnaire enquiry sent to 3,613 school districts having a 1940 census po- 
pulation of 2,500 or above. 
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Low, Theodore L. The Educational Philosophy and Practices of Art Museums in the United 
States. (Contrilutions to Education, N° 942). New York: Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1948. 245 PP. 


A carefully documented study of the réle of the art museum in the United States as an edu- 
cational institution, with particular reference to its achievements and potentialities in 
general education programmes for children and adults. Part I presents an historical sum- 
mary from 1870 to the present; Part II discusses current activities and techniques in 
museums throughout the country; Part III analyses these practices and offers suggestions 
for improvement, with stress on museum staff training. An extensive bibliography is 
appended, Pp. 217-228. 


University of Virginia. Extension Division, Community Services. [xtension Division Bulle» 
tins New Dominion Series. Charlottesville Virginia. Published monthly, October through 
June. Yearly subscription $1,00; gratis to residents of Virginia. , 


Each issue of this Bulletin describes "an experimental approach to democratic living that 
is being tried effectively in some community". Most of the Programmes reported are locat- 
ed in rural areas or small cities in the southern United States. Typical issues are : 
“Health for Hickory Nut Valley" (N° 109, October 1949) which describes how community co- 
operation built a rural hospital; "After the Fire - A Community Rebuilds its School" 

(N° 107, May, 1949); and "Homes of Tomorrow and Today" (N° 104, February 1949) which out- 
lines the philosophy and activities of the Family Life Education Council in Ashville,North 
Carolina. 


U.S. Office of Education. Administration of Vocational Fducation. (Vocational Education 
Bulletin N° 1, General Series -N° 1, Revised 1948). Washington, D.C.: Govt. Print. Office, 
1949. 112 Pp. $0-H. 


The programme of vocational education of less than college grade in the United States has 

been developed since 1917 through a plan for cooperation between the Federal Government 

and the States, under which Federal funds are made available to stimulate and assist the 
States in making adequate provisions for vocational training. This bulletin sets out the q 
responsibility of each cooperating agency, includes information regarding the controlling : 
Federal Acts, outlines policies adopted, and explains marly features of the programme. Of 
possible suggestive value to other countries concerned with the provision of facilities 
for vocational education. 
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AMERtICA, LATIN 


AMERICA, LATIN (GENERAL) 


Romero, Fernando. "Modalidades de una campafia de educacion de adultos". "NYweva Fducacion’ 
Vol. 4, N° 23, pp. 10 = 18 (Setiembre - Oc* ubre, 1949) and "Bases para la preparacion de 
educadores de adultos". Jbid, Vol. 4, N° 24, PP. 15 = 2 (Noviembre - Diciembre, 1949). 
APartado 2213, Lima Peru. Bimonthly. Yearly subscription Soles 15; single issues, 

Soles 2.60. 


The original of this paper, here reprinted in two successive issues of Nueva Sducacion, 

was presented at the Inter-American Seminar on Literacy and Adult Education hed at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, July = September 1949 under the auspices of Unesco, the Organization of 
American States and the Brazilian Government. Dr. Romero of Peru first examines the merits 
and priorities "from the viewpoint of a possible patient" of the methods which Unesco 
proposes to use 4n extending fundamental education (missions, experts, scholarships, pilot 
projects, training centres, publications, and exchange of information and materials). The 
second part of the paper concerns teacher-training and outlines a recommended curriculum 
and programme for normal schools. The need for an inter-American training centre for fun- 
damental education workers is stressed. 


Unidn Panamericana. Seminario Regional de Bdjcacion en la America Latina, Caracas 1948. 
Trabajos colectivos e individuales, Revisados y ordenados por Concha R.James. Washington, 
D.C. : Dpto. de Asuntos Culturales, Unién Panamericana, 1949. 5 vols. Mimeographed. 
Gratis. 


Report in full of the proceedings and recommendations of the Regional Seminar on Education 
in Latin America held in Caracas, Venezuela, under the joint auspices of Unesco, the Pan 
American Union and the Government of Venezuela, August - September, 1948. Each of the 
five major topics studied at the Seminar is treated in a separate volume as follows : 

(1) Illiteracy and Adult Education; (2) Rural Education; (3) Vocational Education; 

(4) Teacher-Training; (5) Education for Peace. 























ABSTRACTS/12 - Page 8 
Pebruary 1950 


AMERICA, LATIN 


BRAZIL 





4%. Food and Agriculture Organization. Preliminary Report on School Cooperatives : An Experi- 
ment in Cooperative Education in Brazil. (Supplementary Paper N° 3, Technical Meeting on 4 
Cooperatives, Lucknow, United Provinces, India, 24 October - 3 November, 1949).Washington, ; 
D.C.: FAO, 1949. 11 PpP +9pp. Mimeographed. Gratis. 


Specific aims, and step-by-step procedures used in the establishment of school co-operatives 
in Brazil are outlined in this report. Estimates indicate that in January, 1949, there were 
in Brazil approximately 3,000 co-operatives of all types, of which 600 were school co-operati- 
ves. A bibliograpmty and a Model set of by-laws are appended. 








AMERICA, LATIN 


P Cis Oh. @A-E@ 


47. Puerto Rico. Consejo Superior de Ensefianza. Ja Composicion escrita en la Escuela Flemen- 
tal: Estudio de los temas y errores mas frecuentes. (Publicaciones pedagogicas, Series 
II, 1949, N° 8). Rio Piedras, P.R.: Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1949, 64 pp. Gratis. 





‘ An analysis of the errors in grammar and spelling most frequently made in written composi- 
tion by 5,000 pupils in the first six grades of the elementary schools in Puerto Rico q 
during the school years 1945-46 and 1947-48. The study was made with a view to the improve- a 
ment of teaching methods. Although concerned exclusively with the elementary school, both 
the methodology and the recommendations of the study may be found suggestive in work with 
adults. Appendices include detailed tables and a bibliograPhy, Pp. 61-64. 
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ASIA 


INDIA 


Mysore State Adult Education Council. Adult Sdweation in Mysore. Mysore : The Council, 
1949. 74 DP. Illustrated, photographs. Rs. 2. 


The extensive programme of the Mysore State Adult Education Council, which began work in 
July, is described in this booklet. Activities include adult literacy classes, practical 
village reconstruction using chiefly university student volunteers, the operation of a 
rural training center (Vidyapeeth), a statewide system of rural librairies, encouraging 
folk arts "as a means of popular instruction and recreation", and the production of a large 
number of text-books and follow-up literature (weekly newspaper, booklets, and a monthly 
Magazine). Instruction is in Kannada, the regional language of Mysore, as are also virtual- 
ly atl of the Council‘’s publications, including its annual reports. 


"Rural Adult Education"; Special Issue of Fducational India, vol. 16, N° 5» 140 pp. (No- 
vember, 1949). Masulipatam, South India: fducational India Office. Monthly. Yearly sub- 
scription, Rs. 4/8 (India); 9 s. (foreign); single copies As. 8 or 9 4d. 


This special number of the monthly journal fducational India contains a series of articles 
by outstanding educators which taken together give a broad view of major problems and pro- 
grammes in rural adult education in India at the Present time. Its appearance coincided 
with the meeting of Unesco’s Asian Seminar on Rural Adult Education held in Mysore, Novem- 
ber=December, 1949. The data presented indicate that 80 per cent of the population of 
India live in rural areas; adult illiteracy is approximately 85 per cent. 


ASIA 
PHILIPPINES 


Philippines. National Commission on Educational, Scientific and Cultural Matters. Directory 
of Public and Private Fducational, Scientific and Cultwral Institutions in the Philip- 
pines. 1949. Manila: The Commission, 3336 Taft Avenue. 137pp. Mimeographed. Gratis. 


A comPrehensive directory arranged in three parts : 

(1) Colleges and Universities (125 centries); (2) Government Bureaux and Offices (19 
entries) (3) Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations (46 entries). Information 
given for each institution includes official name, address, year founded, officers, objec- 
tives, membership and publications. 
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NEAR EAST 







NEAR EAST (GENERAL) 






Matthews, Roderic D. and Akrawi, Matta. Education in the Arab Countries of the Near Fast. 
Washington, D.C.: American Council on Education, 1949. 576 pp. Illustrated, photographs, 
charts, tables. $ 6.00, (Arabic edition in preparation). 








A detailed study, based on first-hand data, of education at all levels in six Arab coun- 
tries - Egypt. Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Transjordan and Palestine. Each country is treated 
in a separate chapter under the following headings: Organization and Administration of the 
Educational System; Public Elementary, Secondary and Vocational Schools; Higher Education 
and Teacher Training; Private and Foreign Schools. A final chapter "Interpretation", by 
Dr. Akrawi, relates educational problems and prospects in the Arab States to economic and 
social conditions. Statistical tables, organizational charts and a detailed index add to 
the reference value of the book. Dr. Matthews, Professor of Education at the University 
of Pennsylvania, formerly taught at the American University, Cairo; Dr. Akrawi,Director 
General of Higher Education in Iraq, is at Present on the Staff of the Education Depart- 
Ment of Unesco. 



















NEAR EAST 
PERSIA 


Hekmat, A.A. "Le Probléme éducatif d'aprés-guerre en Iran", pp. 1-21 and Amiryan, A. 
Renseignements généraux sur 1' Education des Adultes en Iran", pp. 22-26, issued jointly 
under the title Activités éducatives en Iran. Imp. Bank Melli, Iran (1949). 26 pp. Illus. 


This informational booklet consists of two articles on education in Iran. In the first, 

Mr. Hekmat, Minister of Education from 1933-38, deals with problems of post-war education, 
including financial considerations, adult illiteracy and educational opportunities for 

religious minorities. The second article, concerned entirely with adult education, gives 

general information on aims, Programmes, examinations, text-books, administration, atten- a 
dance and the work done through army and factory classes. 4 
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MATERIALS USEFUL IN FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 


TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER TEACHING AIDS 


Unesco. A Ilandbook for the Improvement of Textbooks and Teaching Imterials as Aids to 
International Understanding. (Pub. N® 368). Paris: Unesco, 1949. 172 pp. $ 0-45» 23 6d. 
125 Fr. (Will be issued separately also in French). 


"The documents incorporated in this handbook have been selected with a view to encourag- 
ing further action on the improvement of textbooks and teaching materials as aids to 
international understanding". (Preface). 


Part I presents a trief historical background of efforts to improve textbooks; 

Part II describes Unesco’s programme in this field; 

Part III presents reconmendations for action and a comprehensive annotated bibliography, 
PP. 136-155. 
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